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Preface: On the occasion of the 60th anniversary

Mitsumasa MIDORIKAWA
President

Building Research Institute

I am proud of informing you that we can celebrate the 60th Anniversary of IISEE training courses. I express
my sincere respect to the unfathomable enthusiasm and efforts of those who have engaged.

IISEE training courses were established in 1960 to nurture human resources, contributing to mitigate
earthquake and tsunami disaster in the world. It had started at the Institute of Industrial Science, the
University of Tokyo. Afterward, it had been jointly supported by the Government of Japan and UNESCO.
Finally, IISEE, BRI became the operating entity in collaboration with GRIPS and JICA.

In the last decade, many natural disasters have occurred, including the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake Disaster, the 2011 Christchurch Earthquake in New Zealand, the 2014 Maule Chile Earthquake,
the 2015 Gorkha Nepal Earthquake, the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake in Japan, and others. People hope
much stronger for disaster mitigation on earthquake and tsunami. As of now, a total of 1,931 participants
from 105 countries have graduated from IISEE. Many of them are active at key positions of administration,
education, research in Seismology and Earthquake Engineering, and playing leading roles in earthquake
and tsunami disaster mitigation.

International society highly praises our training courses. For example, the overview of courses along
with its founding history was introduced in "Earthquakes and Engineers, An International History" by
Robert K. Reitherman, ASCE PRESS, 2012. He wrote our training course have triggered the establishment
of other training courses in different countries.

Since last year, a state of emergency was issued, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, causing many
restrictions on social and economic activities and daily life. The situation canceled two short-term programs
of IISEE, but a one-year courses managed to survive using a distant-learning system. We expect this change
would be a new lecture style of our program. 17th World Conference on Earthquake Engineering
(17WCEE) with a special session to commemorate our program’s 60th-anniversary celebration was also
postponed for one year to September 2010. I wish for COVID-19 to be over sooner and regular alumni
meetings after the conference, in which many ex-participants joined, to be held as scheduled. I also hope
the alumni meeting to be functioning as a human network, which is the most valuable property of IISEE.

I sincerely appreciate all the people involved in the program, the lecturers giving enthusiastic lectures,
the promotion committee members providing ideas for curriculum improvement, and the staff of IISEE,
GRIPS, and JICA for their daily support. To all people concerned I appreciate in advance for their continued

support and collaboration in the future.

(Translation by IISEE)



