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Commemorative Message on IISEE

Kunihiro Yamada
Vice-Minister for Engineering Affairs

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism

Congratulation on the 60th anniversary of the IISEE’s training program.

Since1962, IISEE seminar has been doing wonderful jobs since its first seminar at the University of
Tokyo two years before. Afterward, we have been accumulating information and technologies for
earthquake disaster mitigation through disasters occurred actually. Recent examples are the 2011
Earthquake off the Pacific coast of Tohoku, the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquakes, the 2018 Hokkaido Eastern
Iburi Earthquake, and others. As one of the quake-prone countries, Japan has a high level of knowledge and
technology in Seismology, Earthquake Engineering, and Tsunami disaster mitigation. Developing countries
suffering the same problems are requesting to transfer them. The training program of IISEE has been
playing an important role in this context. I respect much to all related who have continued to implement the
training courses for 60 years, gathering the latest knowledge in Japan, and constantly updating the curricula
by using the lessons learned from the earthquake disasters, while seeking support and collaboration from
all industry-academia-government institutions.

IISEE training program has accepted 1,931 participants from 105 counties who play important roles
on earthquake and tsunami disaster mitigation in their home countries. This is the proof of the high quality
of the IISEE training courses. The human network built through the program has become a valuable
resource for Japan's international contribution in the field of disaster mitigation.

As the world is becoming globalized thoroughly, one disaster in a country affects its economy and
social life. Disaster mitigation is a global issue that should be tackled together in cooperation among nations.
'The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030" and 'the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development' had been approved by United Nations for this purpose. Global disaster mitigation needs
nurturing leaders worldwide. It is the reason why IISEE’s training program has been becoming more
important after 60 years of implementation.

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport, and Tourism (MLIT) will support the IISEE program,
collaborating with other governmental authorities and organizations. I express my great respect again to the

related people and hope for a prosperous future of IISEE and its training program.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Congratulatory Message for the Great Achievements of IISEE and its Training
Program

Izuru Takewaki
Director General, Architectural Institute of Japan (AlJ)

Professor, Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

I would like to convey my warmest congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the IISEE training Program
and my sincere appreciation for all the effort made by IISEE staff members to continue this excellent
program.

I have firstly come across its name, “International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake
Engineering,” when Professor Makoto Watabe led it. I can clearly remember that he took really quick
actions at two earthquakes, the 1985 earthquake in Mexico and the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake. He
decided to hold a special breaking-news session during the AIJ Annual Convention on the fly to report on
the 1985 Mexico earthquake. I remember as clear as yesterday’s scene that he explained the impact of the
earthquake and said that many buildings in Mexico City were damaged and collapsed. Right after the 1989
Loma Prieta earthquake, he flew to an airport in San Francisco, where the ground facilities were devastated
and not yet recovered, and conducted inspections on-site. At that time, [ have studied at the University of
California, Berkley, with Prof. Mahin, his friend. That’s why I knew that he flew to California immediately.
These episodes could tell us that the IISEE has always been playing a critical role since such a long time
ago.

After the above-mentioned earthquakes, Japan had several remarkable earthquakes, such as the 1995
Hyogo-ken Nanbu earthquake, the 2011 earthquake off the Pacific coast of Tohoku, and the 2016
Kumamoto earthquakes, all of which were beyond common sense at that time. These have shown us
significant difficulties to overcome in seismic design and construction of buildings. We cannot predict
where or when earthquakes and seismic ground motion due to them would occur. Thus researchers of
seismic resistance around the world must collaboratively work on the issues. I hope the IISEE’s training
program plays a leading role in the world.

Last year, the Architectural Institute of Japan (AlJ) had established a task force to work on the resilient
building to promote dissemination to scientific and academic communities and the public. In Japan, other
types of disasters, along with earthquakes, such as typhoons and floods caused by heavy rains, have also
been increasing their scales and frequencies. It is necessary to take measures to make the country resilient.
There are also concerns about the occurrence of the Nankai Trough earthquake and those directly under the
capital. It is strongly demanded to cope with such natural disasters. As my heartful words of celebration
and appreciation, I would like to express my hope that the IISEE and its training program with related

organizations will take the leadership on those issues.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Congratulations on the Sixtieth Anniversary of the Advanced Training Program in
Seismology and Earthquake Engineering

Yoshiaki Nakano
President, Japan Association for Earthquake Engineering

Professor, Institute of Industrial Science, The University of Tokyo

It is my great pleasure to celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of its launch for the advanced training
program in seismology and earthquake engineering. This program has long provided scientists and
engineers from earthquake-prone areas with great opportunities of learning cutting-edge knowledge and
technologies to mitigate earthquake and tsunami disasters since it started in 1960. As of December 2019, I
learned that the total number of participants in this program reached around 1900 from more than 100
countries and regions. It is definitely a great number and I believe this is a successful achievement of
continued and steady efforts by the International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering
(IISEE) in the Building Research Institute. I fully realize this from my repeated experiences that I could
very often find those who once studied in this program and are now successfully active in their home
countries and/or even globally pursuing a safer society. It also strongly reminds me of international
friendship when they ask the names of their supervisors and instructors that I know very well, or sometimes
those in my good old memories. In recent years, more and more efforts have been directed towards mutual
understanding and knowledge sharing through international collaboration and joint researches with
Japanese researchers. I am also often involved in such projects and find that they could not be successfully
accomplished if we had not been enthusiastically supported by those who studied in this training program.

Natural hazards are inevitable, and disaster mitigation is a global issue that we should tackle. These
problems and proposed strategies to reach their solutions for making society more disaster-resilient are not
local to Japan and should, therefore, be shared among related countries and regions. We do not have a cure-
all medicine, and the best solution in one area may not always be so in another area. It may often need to
be customized to fit the needs and availability of each societal environment. Nevertheless, the experiences
and knowledge obtained during the training program, especially those for identifying and addressing
problems, and for reaching their solutions, are definitely valuable for solving problems that they currently
and/or will encounter.

I do hope and believe that the graduates from the program will surely be key persons for future disaster
mitigation tasks and their implementation in each country and region. Again I would like to congratulate
the great success for the past sixty years that left the priceless human resources and their network, and look

forward to their great contribution to the earthquake resilient society for the next sixty years.
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Congratulation on 60th Anniversary

Koshun Yamaoka
Former President, The Seismological Society of Japan

Professor, Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Nagoya University

I would like to convey my heartfelt congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the IISEE training program.
Nearly 2000 participants from more than 100 countries have joined in it since its foundation, and they have
contributed to earthquake disaster mitigation back home. Some ex-participants came back to Japan to study
in a doctoral program. It is the most significant international contribution of Japan to earthquake disaster
mitigation. I am proud of it as an earthquake researcher. Since ancient age, Japan has suffered earthquake
disasters, some of which significantly impacted history. After the Meiji era, the 1891 Nobi Earthquake, the
1896 Sanriku Earthquake, the 1923 Kanto Earthquake, the 1944 Tonankai Earthquake, and the 1946 Nankai
Earthquake. After the Second World War, the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster, and the
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster. Our essential role is to share the experiences of such disasters,
measures, responses, and recoveries with other countries as a community of earthquake researchers for
earthquake disaster mitigation around the world. I would like to pay tribute to the outstanding contribution
of IISEE’s training program.

There must be a great effort of those concerned to support the program for 60 years. There are great
expectations from the home country that participants are from, and in response, IISEE has provided
satisfying training incorporating the latest knowledge and technology. IISEE staff showed their enthusiastic
efforts to implement the training courses and have the follow-up for the graduate along with the publicity
by the booth at IASPEI and ASC meetings. Besides, IISEE has appropriately coped with the demands of
the times, such as the establishment of a tsunami disaster mitigation course after the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami disaster. In cooperation with GRIPS, IISEE has up-graded the program so that participants of one-
year courses can be awarded a master's degree. The steady efforts, not to settle in the current situation, have
been the base of abundant today's program.

I myself have been in charge of lectures on "volcanoes and earthquakes" for a long time. At first, I
was advised by Dr. Ishibashi in BRI at that time and recklessly gave a lecture to the participants older than
me in my premature English. I remember revising my lecture notes every year, struggling to attract
participants' attention from countries unrelated to volcanoes. I am proud of being involved in IISEE’s 60-
year history with my partial contribution.

I hope that IISEE’s training program will continue to be an essential contribution of Japan to

earthquake and tsunami disaster mitigation worldwide.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Congratulations from the IASPEI president

Kenji Satake
President, International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth's Interior

Professor, Earthquake Research Institute, The University of Tokyo

On behalf of International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth’s Interior (IASPEI), I would
like to express my congratulations on the 60th anniversary of IISEE.

IASPEI is one of the eight associations of International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG),
and promotes seismology and studies of the physics of the Earth’s interior. IASPEI is an international, non-
governmental and non-profit organization, and consists of each member state of [UGG, as well as individual
members. IASPEI and its predecessor has a long history. The International Seismological Society was
established in 1904. In 1922, it became a part of IUGG (established in 1919), with changing name to
International Association of Seismology in 1930, then IASPEI in 1951.

IASPEI has played important roles in unifying seismological observations, such as naming seismic
phases, defining measurement procedures, or improving the network of seismic stations, and published
Manuals of Seismological Observatory Practice. IASPEI also provided standard seismic velocity structure
models of the earth, such as iasp91 or ak135. These standardized seismological practice and knowledge
have been taught to trainees in IISEE. IASPEI has a close relation with International Seismological Centre,
which has produced seismological bulletins based on the reported readings from observatories in the world.
IASPEI also supports activities of FDSN (International Federation of Digital Seismograph Networks) and
CTBTO (Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty Organization), with which IISEE also has a close relation.

IASPEI has four regional commissions in Europe (since 1951), Asia (since 1996), Africa (since 2011)
and Latin America (since 2013). Each commission organizes bi-annual meetings, typically with pre-
meeting training course. The alumni of IISEE have played important roles to establish and maintain these
regional commissions.

Since its launch in 1960, IISEE has trained about 1,900 participants from more than 100 countries. As
I mentioned above, many former trainees of IISEE have played important roles in IASPEI. I hope that

alumni of IISEE will continue to participate the activity of IASPEI to promote seismology in global scale.
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Congratulating Words for IISEE 60th anniversary

Masaya Sasaki
Programme Specialist, Sciences Sector,

United Nations Educational, Scientific, Culture Organization

It is a great pleasure to congratulate on the 60th anniversary of the International Institute of Seismology
and Earthquake Engineering (IISEE).

Japan who has experienced much on Earthquake disasters for years accumulates a lot of researches
on seismology and earthquake engineering. I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the contribution
to decreasing vulnerabilities against earthquake disasters of all over the world through the dissemination of
its knowledge based on its research and experiences and providing training programs for young researchers
and engineers in developing countries for more than a half-century.

UNESCO and IISEE have built their partnership for years consistently after the establishment of the
IISEE. Regarding the training course, that course was conducted as a collaboration between IISEE and
UNESCO for the first 9 years from 1963. UNESCO also sent the expert as the tutor of the training for 10
years from 1985.

In 2008, the International Platform for Reducing Earthquake Disasters (IPRED) whose purpose is to
develop the international network for knowledge exchange on seismology and earthquake engineering, as
well as the systems for dispatching the post-earthquake investigation in case of the occurrence of the big
earthquakes, was established and UNESCO acts as a secretariat of this network. Now, the IPRED is
comprised of the national centres of excellence from 11 countries and the IISEE has been acting as a major
member of this network consistently since the establishment.

As we can see that about 56% of victims by all natural hazards are caused by earthquakes in the recent
20 years, Earthquakes are still a great threat all over the world. UNESCO believes that IISEE that has the
valuable and practical experience and knowledge on earthquake DRR could act to lead the research and
activities on mitigation of damages and support to increase the resilience to the developing countries for
the future.

To conclude my celebration, we wish for the further development of IISEE and the improvement of

earthquake DRR internationally.



60 AFERBHTL S ZTIVET

AR
X T o
BT NA=T TR

[EIREHE TAHE R 60 AFEZ L LV BHVWH L EIFET, Zof

ENE > TR B2 1960 FFRUICHERTE L TBMTE 22 &13E T

HLEETLE, ZOBREL LI o REAITIIRERH L TEY

7, FBIEORIC b | FAT TN 22 RS B E Bk L

TFWEWOEESTEYE L, HEIZSIMLZN S, 20 BIEIZERICH N> TS EFEREL

TBYELL,

xR D ARKEZZIT T DA 2ED D OFHEA L ORI, BIEHR TOR b HER

FERABIB LM 2200 &5 W ) RRICHFZER R &t ORI O 2RI T 2 O3 e D Hik 7

O, ZEFETLHOICLVESTLE, bHAA, FRORBRIIEONTCVE LIZDT, BN E

NETHHEFEICEBRICEIRCTE DT FEATLE,

FDRIA R 22 T TODHHEADBEIZIT, B Lk L, IMEAENIHE T 1 7T LB

WTZZ L B x OETEE LTV BBICHLT 2 DI, NI Z & 2> T E

Lz, 2R AIEMFOT LA, RV Uk, TotofeAds & mHE T A%

TEZELR LUV TL,

Fio, HEIEED DR BE D 2, A% v 7 DN 23 SMNEAPNARTEDL T Z LBRES TIER

Mo TR, FMEAENBIRICHEE TE, LX< EOEDL LT, BHICKATHEHNTNID
IS AT E LT,

BICEHBERE T, £4 OETORKFE CHRENEEZ R L WD EHEE L RS 2 &R

HY, LTHINLIBENWE L,

WHEFZEDRENE, BIRHE OEER & BREAY72 IISEE A &% v 7 OHERRO I TH,

(TTSEE (= CEIER)



Congratulations on your 60" anniversary!

Hiroo Kanamori
Professor of Geophysics, Emeritus

California Institute of Technology

I would like to congratulate you on the 60th anniversary of the International Training Program of the
International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering.

I was very fortunate to be given an opportunity to participate in your program in the 1960s soon after
the beginning of your program. I am grateful to Professor Omote for having given me this opportunity.
While I was enjoying my academic research, I was always hoping to contribute more directly to practical
earthquake hazard mitigation programs. Participating in your program I felt that I was working toward this
goal.

Interacting with the participants from various countries dealing with different kinds of natural hazards
gave me a good chance to understand what the most important practical problems are in the real world, and
how we can best use the product of our research for the benefit of society. Of course, since my experience
was very limited, I was not entirely sure how much I actually contributed to your program.

I was impressed with the enthusiasm of the participants who put up with my inexperienced teaching, and I
hoped that whatever they learned from the institute programs would be eventually useful for dealing with
the problem they face in their respective countries.

I also enjoyed brief interactions with some of the resident UNESCO experts, ¢.g., Professors Bullen,
Kisslinger and others.

I was also very much impressed with the academic, administrative, and office staff at ISEE, who were
working very hard to help the participants so that they could work and live comfortably in Japan when the
life in Japan was not so easy for foreign visitors.

Later at several international meetings, I was very happy to see some of the former participants who
were playing a leading role in their respective country, contributing to their hazard mitigation programs.

We owe the success of the IISEE program to you and your dedicated staff.

(TTSEE = THHER)
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Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the International Earthquake Engineering

Training Program

Kazuo Oike
President, Kyoto University of the Arts

Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University

The International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering (IISEE), National Research and
Development Corporation, provides training on seismology, earthquake engineering, and tsunami disaster
prevention for researchers and engineers in developing countries, under the cooperation with the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA). In 2020, we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the IISEE. I
would like to express my sincere congratulations on the great efforts of all concerned.

As I mentioned before, the word "Peach and Plum in the world" is in China. People from IISEE are
active all over the world. Over the last 60 years, the consistent training program has produced many
professionals. I have been a lecturer for five years since 1984, and have guided study trips to the Kansai
region. Before the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of 1995, on the summit of Mt. Rokko I explained my
theory that the place where a big earthquake occurs has a nice view. After that, I have heard this as a valuable
memory from many trainees. It was the people who learned in Tsukuba who provided reliable information
for us to investigate in various parts of the world. Many of them have a PhD in Japan. An international
cooperation project was also born by effort of the trainees. In this way, it can be said that this training
program is one of the international contributions that Japan can be proud of in the world.

In 1985, I also participated in an Indonesian course as a lecturer in a third country training. Among
the participants at that time, there are scholars who later studied abroad in Japan and are now active in their
home countries. We had various discussions with the participants of the training in Bandung, Bali, and
Yogyakarta. I was impressed by the lecture on volcanoes in front of the local active volcano by one of the
lecturers, Professor Izumi Yokoyama, everywhere I traveled. The instructors for the third country training
at this time were Mr. Sudo, Mr. Yokoyama, Mr. Hiraishi, Mr. Nakata and myself. It was an Indonesian
custom to study from morning till noon, enjoy lunch together, and then take a nap until evening. At that
time, [ wrote a manuscript and published a book called "Travel in Indonesia" after returning to Japan. After
that, I was happy that the instructors who went out for similar work used it as a guidebook and reported on
the current situation.

In December 1993, I gave a lecture at the Institute of Architecture again and gave a guide to Kyoto
the following year. On August 1, 1997, a committee to discuss future plans suggested that measures to
obtain a degree should be considered, which was later realized. This has been a long-standing concern. In
March 2003, when I attended the conference (1st), I was suddenly recommended by the chairman. In June
2009, I was appointed chairman at an external evaluation meeting for training, and in 2012 he gave a lecture
on the 50th anniversary in Tokyo.

While praying for the further success of many trainees in various regions of the world, I would like to

spell out my own memories as a congratulatory message. Thanks.

(TTSEE = THHER)
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In Honor of the Many Years of Human Resource Development Business

Tsuneo Okada
Senior advisor, the Japan Building Disaster Prevention Association

Professor emeritus, the University of Tokyo

I would like to extend my warm congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the international training
program hosted by IISEE, BRI, well known as “Kokuci” at “Kenken” in Japanese.

Sixty years ago, I was in my second year of the master's program at the University of Tokyo. My
professors at the time were Prof. Kiyoshi Muto and Prof. Kai Umemura. I remember that they told me about
the commencement of the IISEE International Training Program. They always said that this training
program would not have been actualized without the efforts of Prof. Shun’ichiro Omote of the Earthquake
Research Institute, the University of Tokyo, who took the role of the first Director of the IISEE, Dr.
Toshihiko Hisada, and Dr. Kyoji Nakagawa of BRI. Of course, I am sure that both Prof. Muto's and Prof.
Umemura’s contributions were also vital to move the program forward.

After I had started the academic life, the opportunity to work with people at BRI was increased, but
my involvement in the IISEE training program was not high. However, I noticed that the programs had
been globally making contributions to enhancing the earthquake disaster mitigation techniques and
technology after I have started providing lectures on the earthquake-resistant structure for the China Seismic
Building Course and the Latin American Earthquake Engineering Course on an annual basis in the last
decade.

It is essential to foster human resources if you wish to success in any business, not limited to
earthquake disaster mitigation. It would take a long time before achieving a certain result since this kind of
program requires a long way to go. Ironically, it is difficult to quantify or visualize the results or
achievements, so it is hard for people to understand the contribution of such long term activities. IISEE’s
training program may also be in this category.

I would like to introduce you to the following three points as my congratulatory message on the
IISEE’s efforts for a long time. I had cited them as highly valued achievements made by IISEE in the annual
report (2005) of the MLIT Evaluation Sub-Committee for Building Research Institute when I was the Chair.
I have referred them also in my address at the party for the 60th Anniversary of BRI, Nov. 2006. I hope you
to pay attention to the third.

1) Making Efforts for revitalizing the research institute by taking advantage of being the independent
administrative institute and achieving noticeable results.

2) Achievement of excellent research results on high social demand issues such as improvement of
earthquake resistance of buildings.

3) Contribution to foster human resources in developing countries, awarding a master's degree to the

graduates of IISEE's training course in collaboration with GRIPS.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Heartfelt Congratulations on the 60™ Anniversary of the IISEE International

Training

Yuji Ishiyama
CEO, News T Research Lab

Professor Emeritus, Hokkaido University

I would like to express my congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the international training program
that IISEE has organized for a long time.

I had worked at IISEE from 1978 to 1987. While I was working there, IISEE was relocated to Tsukuba
in April 1979. On this occasion, I would like to reminisce on the old times of IISEE when it was in
Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku, IISEE’s birthplace.

In 1960, the first course was implemented at the University of Tokyo and the second at Waseda
University. IISEE was formally established as a department of the Building Research Institute (BRI). It can
imagine easily that the related people had paid efforts for this process. I remember Mr. Hidehiko Sazanami,
the first chief of the administrative division, had talked to me about the hardships they had. At that time,
BRI was in a building of the former Japanese Imperial Army. Near the main entrance, there was a small
artificial hill where daphne shrubs had bloomed and scented nicely in spring. From the entrance, a corridor
was extended to a storage yard called tennis coat. Behind there was a new building where IISEE was. I had
been there only for about six months. Then BRI was relocated to Tsukuba.

Settled at Tsukuba, IISEE celebrated its 20th Anniversary under the then-director Dr. Makoto Watabe.
While compiling the commemorative booklet, I have felt emotional about the 20 years history. Today IISEE
celebrates the 60th Anniversary, three times longer. I newly consider on its long history.

I also have abundant memories with former participants. Every year we held home parties at my
governmental officer’s residence. I cannot forget the study trips we went on together. A strong participant
dried up 17 mugs of beer at the Sapporo beer garden during a study trip to Hokkaido. We also went under
sea bottom through the Seikan tunnel under construction using a dolly, not a Shinkansen, like today after
its completion. A female participant could not enter and so went on a different tour due to a Japanese old
labor tradition prohibiting women from entering a tunnel in construction. It was my first hearing of the
same tradition in other countries.

Since the training program was so excellent that I wanted to attend this kind of training when I had
been young if it would be possible. I have concerned it somewhat regrettable that participants could not
obtain a master’s degree through the training. Today they can be awarded it in corporation with GRIPS. It
would be able to motivate participants greatly.

Here, I have written just my personal topics from my limited experience.

I hope this training program will continue and thrive further in the future.
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Activity for Collaboration

Masaru Sugahara

Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the IISEE Training Program.
As of the end of Sep. 2020, it has a total of 1,931 graduates from 105 countries. I would like to extend my
sincere appreciation to those engaged in this training course.

The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) has collaborated with this training
program since 2005, implementing the Disaster Management Policy Program (DMP). This program can
award participants a master’s degree of Disaster Management Policy through IISEE’s one-year training
courses on Seismology, Earthquake Engineering, and Tsunami Disaster Mitigation.

Earthquakes often severely damage our lives and society. As we cannot predict when or where it would
occur, it is essential to prepare and plan mitigation measures. They have attacked many developing
countries. These countries also need to enhance their abilities to cope with such disasters, developing proper
mitigation measures with technologies and regulations that suit their needs and situations. To this end, it is
indispensable to foster experts in seismology, earthquake engineering, and tsunami disaster mitigation
having high knowledge and the administrative ability for disaster mitigations. IISEE training course
contributes quite highly in this aspect.

The DMP curricula includes two-week intensive lectures at the GRIPS in Roppongi, Tokyo, in
November every year. It aims to widen students’ perspectives, provide a broad range of information, and
promote their understanding of disaster management policy beyond their specialties, from the aspects of
cities, houses, communities, infrastructure development. Besides the training program in IISEE, BRI,
Tsukuba aims to provide more profound knowledge on each specialty. During their stay in Tokyo, they visit
sites related to disaster mitigation measures of buildings, cities, and infrastructures. They attend lectures on
various aspects related to disaster management and have presentations and discussions in groups.

In recent years, Japanese students from other programs also join these intensive lectures and hold
joint seminars and fieldwork by their initiatives. We hope they will develop new ideas for disaster mitigation
through collaborative activities among students with different languages and backgrounds.

I hope that the graduates may use those they obtained in the program and contribute to mitigating
disasters after returning to their respective countries. I also expect the human network that they will develop
among the graduates contributes to international disaster management cooperation as a global platform.

I hope for stronger cooperation between GRIPS and BRI and the mitigation of disasters worldwide.

(Translation by IISEE)
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On the 60™ Anniversary of the international training program on Seismology and

Earthquake Engineering

Shin Okamoto
Adviser, Japan Association for Building Research Promotion
Former President, Building Research Institute

8™ Director of IISEE

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the international training
program on Seismology and Earthquake Engineering. It started in Roppongi at the Institute of Industrial
Science, the University of Tokyo, taking the opportunity of the second World Conference of Earthquake
Engineering in Tokyo.

The program had started without any executing organization nor reliable funds. In 1962 BRI had
taken it over, creating the International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering (IISEE) with
a fixed governmental budget. Since then, it has been supported for 60 years in a unique form, in which
JICA has covered the cost to invite course participants from overseas. Needless to say, its continuance
through a hard situation under the administrative reform that changed BRI to a national research institute
owes to the enthusiasm and efforts of engaged people and support and collaboration of the related entities.
Also, this shows how big the expectation of the countries worldwide for fostering talented human
resources.

The lands on the Earth that we know today are only the consequence of the continental drift by plate
motions in the last 300 million years at most, which means recent in 4.6 billion years of earth history.

At these plate boundaries, damaging earthquakes of big-scale occur worldwide, including the Great
East Japan Earthquake Disaster on Mar. 11, nine years ago. I imagine how hard it was for the staff at the
implementation to take care of the participants. Now, their conditions become harder due to the Covid-19
pandemic around the world.

I recommend you at each responsible position for the training program to document the empirical
knowledge of how you coped with such rare but severe events, which occur with a long interval in the
Earth history, and the institute to collect them in an organized way. This knowledge will undoubtedly
support you whenever you encounter an unprecedented situation. It would mean peaceful and uneventful
days on the training if it would not be helpful in the future.

I believe your daily efforts to improve the program, always incorporating the newest knowledge,
will result in its sustainability as meaningful training for nurturing talented human resources for
earthquake disaster mitigation, similarly to the accumulation of casual days that become a component of
the Earth's history.

I wish you all the best in the future.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Congratulatory Address - for Further Success of IISEE -

Yoshikazu Kitagawa
9th Director of IISEE

Former Professor, Keio University

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of IISEE’s training program,
initially founded at the Institute of Industrial Science, the University of Tokyo in 1960 and officially re-
started at [ISEE, BRI in 1962. I highly respect IISEE's staff and all the engaged people. Also, I am proud
of being involved in the program.

When I was Director of IISEE, we celebrated the 30th year. Besides, International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) was in action. At that time, we believed that we would be able to find the
future of IISEE along the true technical cooperation and technology transfer, which can be realized when
researchers and engineers of developing countries work together to adapt knowledge and technologies for
disaster mitigation and seismic-resistant design earned in developed countries. Under this circumstance,
IISEE, BRI held IDNDR International Symposium on Earthquake Disaster Reduction Technology, as a
commemorative project for the 30th Anniversary, for three days at Tsukuba Center for Institutes, co-
sponsored by Japan International Science and Technology Exchange Center, supported by JICA, UNCRD,
Tsukuba Expo Memorial Foundation, and others including private entities.

A total of 220 attendees, including 70 from abroad, participated in it, where 35 lecturers and panelists
actively reported on earthquake disasters in their countries, their own problems, those for technology
transfer, and have panel discussions enthusiastically. I remember those days nostalgically.

IISEE has continuously created new fields for its training activities, being ahead of the times, and
steadily gotten results since its commencement. As the consequence of its efforts for 60 years, IISEE
became a valuable and unique institute of research and training with enthusiasm for progress.

1,931 participants from 105 countries have studied in IISEE as of the end of Sep. 2020. During the 30
years with a drastic change of social circumstance and other conditions, the number of countries has
increased 1.9 times, and that of participants 1.5 times. This owes to the Tsunami Disaster Mitigation course,
and to the three courses of two months, such as Global Seismological Observation course, and the
enrichment of individual course. This also shows IISEE’s contribution with an effective human resource
fostering, creating worldwide human network mainly among earthquake-prone countries, preparing
attractive training courses of flexibility and variety to deal with the requests from developing countries in
different situations, with the limited number of staff, budget, and facilities.

On the 60th Anniversary, I sincerely hope IISEE’s further contribution to earthquake disaster
mitigation in the world, by preparing the necessary platform as a hub institute of international human

network, where experts worldwide join and help together for a long term.

(Translation by IISEE)
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On the 60th Anniversary of IISEE’s training program

Hatsukazu Mizuno

12th Director of IISEE

I am delighted about the 60th anniversary of IISEE's Training Program.

Twenty years have passed since I was Director of IISEE. So, I would like to introduce my experience
related to IISEE rarely talked up to now and fulfill my turn.

I first got involved in the program more than forty years ago. It was around the time I started working
with Kenken (BRI) at Hyakunin-cho. Mr. Masanori Ozaki (later Professor of Chiba University) in the Third
Research Department called me "Come to my office." As soon as I entered the office, he said to me, "Do
you know the finite element method (FEM)?" I answered him, "I used FEM for my graduation thesis and
master's thesis. I calculated with a program I made at the university's large computer center", and he
proposed to me, "Could you give a lecture on FEM in IISEE? Write a lecture note in English exactly the
same as you will talk in the lecture and show it to me." When I brought the manuscript of my lecture note,
he corrected it a few times. I remember still that I wrote "information" in the plural form, and he corrected
it. Regretfully, I didn't know it at that time.

When I entered the classroom and started lecturing, he entered too and took a seat in the last row of
participants, and he stayed there until the end of the lecture. Then, I didn't have to prepare the manuscript
for the next week, but he came to observe my lecture until the end again. It seemed to me that he concerned
much about my first lecture in English. Then, he didn't come anymore. Even now, I am very grateful for
him and occasionally remember those days with nostalgia.

I attended the lecture of Professor Penzien, the University of California, UNESCO Expert for IISEE,
and conduct practice as a lecture assistant under Prof. Makoto Watabe and Prof. Yutaka Matsushima. Before
the publishing of his famous textbook in English for FEM, "Dynamics of Structures." I had the impression
that his lecture was quite different from those in Japanese universities. The following topic maybe a little
after I started the FEM lecture. I'm wondering if it's appropriate to write the following here or not. I once
met him at a music theater in Yuraku-cho and greeted him, "I'm indebted to you." I'll forget what kind of
event it was, probably because of my age.

When I was Director of IISEE, the UNESCO expert of early days of IISEE were still active abroad.
Lastly, I introduce the most notable topic in my memories. There was a consultation from JICA to terminate
the training on the JICA side, as it was also a training project co-sponsored by JICA. It means an unofficial
proposal to change what we had been doing since establishing the training program. Dr. Yutaka Yamazaki
was the president of BRI at that time. I asked Professor Penzien (USA) and a Canadian professor for support.
I received his letter to the Director for continuation. Eventually, we had to change the name of the training

project at the JICA side slightly, but could keep its English name as it was.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Congratulatory Address

Toshifumi Fukuda
14th Director of IISEE

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the IISEE training program.
I am deeply impressed by the long-term efforts and dedication of the IISEE staff members.

Fifteen years have passed since I left the IISEE, and it nearly put my memories of IISEE away. In this
opportunity, I read the commemorative booklet of the 40th Anniversary again and newly visited the IISEE-
net. | was fascinated by the quality and the broad range of the IISEE's international activities.

When I was Director of IISEE, our main concern was how to make the IISEE Training more attractive
and sustainable so that this could survive through JICA's evaluations every few years. We documented the
staff's discussion results in the chapter "Future of IISEE" of the booklet. The one-year training course was
always the item to be reviewed because it was already the most long-lasted and the longest duration program
of JICA. The consequences of the discussion with IISEE staff members on the target and items of activities
is the realization and/or continuation of the master program in the one-year course from 2005, the addition
of Tsunami Disaster Mitigation course to the master program in 2006, expansion of capacity of Global
Seismological Observation course from 2017, and renovation of IISEE-net. More achievements, the
cooperation with UNESCO that had been cut-off since 1994. UNESCO re-started sending the specialists to
Tsunami Disaster Mitigation course and donated specialized books. With UNESCO, a collaborative project,
"International Platform for Reducing Earthquake Disasters." was also started. Others are China Seismic
Building course among JICA's technical cooperation to recover from the great Sichuan earthquake and
Latin American Earthquake Engineering course, a part of which in El Salvador. Through the IISEE-net, I
could know the actual activities of IISEE and respect the current staff because the training course is
currently operated with fewer staff members than those during my working period, but with expanded
activities and a lot of research results. I knew many people supported the training on the curricula page. We
owe much to them.

Since 2005, "Master of Disaster Management" has been awarded to the 281 participants from 48
countries/regions at Sep. 2018. The curricula cover the assignments for the master of Seismology or
Earthquake Engineering. I may suggest a further expansion of the training programs in cooperation with
higher education institutions in Japan or those abroad related with IISEE through JICA's project to be able
to award academic titles with these study fields' names.

Recently, due to anti-globalization spread worldwide, slowdown of Japan's national power and public
finances is concerned. Natural disasters such as earthquakes and tsunamis may keep occurring, and it is
necessary to continue cooperation to disseminate related technologies to developing countries. IISEE is

now well-known and trusted in this field. I hope that IISEE will continue its activities with high pride.

(Translation by IISEE)
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With Former Participants from Nicaragua

Nobuo Furukawa
Shinto Priest, Sainokami-no-Yashiro

15™ Director of IISEE

Congratulations on the 60th anniversary of the IISEE Training. I was working with the BRI for 32 years,
from October 1984 to September 2016. During this period, I was mainly involved in the training as a staff
member, later as Director of IISEE.

After retirement from the BRI, I had worked with JICA as a long-term expert for "Project for the
Strengthening of Capacity of the Central American Tsunami Advisory Center (CATAC)" at the Nicaraguan
Institute of Territorial Studies (INETER) for 3 years until last Autumn.

About 20 INETER staff members for seismology monitor earthquakes and tsunamis, automatically or
manually determining the hypocenters and magnitudes. However, many of them don't have basic
knowledge of Seismology since they didn't study such curricula. Since 2014, even before starting the
INETER project, the staff members have joined the IISEE's Tsunami training course. Mr. Emilio Talavera,
director of the Seismology Division, was the first participant from the project. He studied at IISEE from
2014 to 2015. On my first day in Nicaragua, he picked me up at the airport. A few days later, he guided me
to the suburbs of the capital city of Managua. Next year two staff members participated in the course. Mr.
Greyving Arguello was a good participant and familiar with the data acquisition, processing, distribution,
and interactive analysis system SeisComP, and we worked together remarkably well during my stay.

During the first two years of the project, three members participated in the IISEE Tsunami course.
They shared about one-third of the staff members for seismology. One participant of the Seismology Course
and another of the Global course joined us and worked as the key persons to achieve our project goal. In
the third year of the project, a higher English ability was required to apply to the course, and we gave up
applying. For now, it may take some years for our young staff members to become eligible for the course.

I met other participants working with organizations other than INETER. Mr. Edwin Castrillo (2006-
2007 seismology course) took really good care of me. Since it was dangerous for me who didn't speak the
local language, he took me for shopping, sightseeing, and restaurants. Dayra, Xochilt, Max, and Rommel
have also helped me a lot.

Many people have participated in IISEE's training course from over the world, and the ex-participants
have contributed significantly to their society through their daily jobs. However, during my three-year stay
in Nicaragua I felt that there were still many people who need training.

I pray for the further development of IISEE in the future.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Towards Disaster Risk Reduction all over the World

Shoichi Ando
Professor, Architectural Dept., Kindai University
16™ Director of IISEE

I had related to IISEE since 1987, when I was dispatched and engaged in the startup phase of CISMID as a
JICA long-term expert being led by Dr. Tanahashi and Dr. Kuroiwa for the first half of my stay, and from
1989 by Dr. Ishiyama. Dr. Watabe, Director of IISEE at the time, led BRI’s support to UNI through a JICA
project, considering on the 1970 Ancash Perti Earthquake caused 70,000 victims.

Dr. Kuroiwa, a UNI professor, passed away in 2019, had studied in IISEE training course in IISEE’s
first course. (more exactly, the training had started at Institute of Industrial Science, the University of Tokyo
in 1960). Many excellent people have joined CISMID, Prof. Jorge Alba Hurtado, the current UNI president,
ex-participants who later became a minister, and others. Many of them have graduated from IISEE. Recent
graduates have been awarded the master’s degree of GRIPS.

While I worked with CISMID, Dr. Koizumi then-president of BRI, Dr. Yamazaki, Dr. Midorikawa,
Dr. Uenosono, and many others had visited there. I guided them around Peru, including Nazca and Machu
Pichu. I remember that they passionately discussed and shared their thinking and ideas.

From 2010 to 2013, I was Director of IISEE. In the afternoon of March 11, 2011, we were jolted
strongly during a lecture at the IISEE hall as usual. Dust was soaring from the expansion joint between
IISEE and BRI main building. Hurried out, I saw the BRI Annex Building shaking. We certainly checked
the safe evacuation of all participants from the buildings and waited for shaking to cease. Being afraid of
aftershocks, none of us went back into the buildings. Next half year, we performed in-situ damage surveys.
Meanwhile, we guided participants to some sites. After I moved to GRIPS, the 3rd WCDRR conference
was held in Sendai in March 2015. In a collaboration between GRIPS and IISEE, the participants who were
master course students of GRIPS at the same time presented their study results.

For three years, I have worked with Kindai University and talked with Prof. Kubota and Prof.
Morimoto, who had worked with BRI. I have learned from Prof. Masahide Murakami worked there for
more than 30 years, that the reaction wall in the Building No.34 was installed 30 years ago in the same
design as that of CISMID. I was impressed by the significant influence of the BRI and IISEE.

IISEE has started Tsunami Disaster Mitigation Course after the 2004 Sumatra Andaman Earthquake
and China Seismic Building Course after the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake. The IISEE has actively been
working on the needs and new issues for the past 60 years. Now, more than 1,900 graduates are actively
playing leading roles in over 100 countries and areas. I hope the IISEE will continue contributing to
reducing disasters in the world. Best wishes for the happiness and development of BRI, IISEE, GRIPS,
CISMID, and the people who graduated from or related with IISEE.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Toshiaki Yokoi
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17" Director of IISEE

I am delighted to have a chance to express my sincere congratulations on the 60th anniversary of IISEE. At
the same time, I would like to thank the people involved in the training program for their invaluable support
and efforts.

I first came into contact with IISEE in the autumn of 1986. At that time, I worked as a JOCV member
of JICA to establish an earthquake observatory in the southern part of Colombia. Prof. M. Hirosawa of
IISEE (the 7th director) traveled with Prof. K. Sudo (the 10th director) and Prof. H. Mizuno (the 12th
director) for JICA's follow-up (open technology seminar). At the direction of the JICA office, I went to
Bogota to attend it. I still have the Certificate I received at that time. After that, partly because I supervised
the individual study, I started working with IISEE as a staff member from the fall of 1996.

Ex-participants’ network covering the world over several generations is the treasure of IISEE. Most
all of them from 105 countries are specialists involved in earthquake and tsunami disaster mitigation. At
international conferences and field surveys in developing countries, they come and say, "I also studied at
IISEE," and their names are sometimes found in authors lists in academic journals. Besides, it is not
uncommon to see them in the participant list or photographs in the reports of activities in the developing
countries held by other institutions. As mentioned, many of them are active at their respective posts in their
home countries. Someone may comment negatively on the outflow of human resources due to an immediate
leave for studying abroad and so on. However, it is recognizable from the long-term and wide perspective
that IISEE have fulfilled gradually the training program's mission, to develop specialized human resources
to raise the developing countries' level.

Two columns support the human network of IISEE: one is the long-term continuation of the training
program, and another its wide frontage. The latter means the participants with diverse backgrounds and
motives, and the fostering various human resources according to their home countries' situation. It is not
possible to ensure these diversities only with so-called direct instruction style training, but with the know-
how cultivated over decades and the help of many people who have supported IISEE. I hope that IISEE
keep holding it, because this is the biggest advantage of IISEE, although the burden on the IISEE staff in
charge is heavy. The situation surrounding the training program may change as time goes by, and sometimes
cold winds may blow. However, its general policy and the value created by IISEE are internationally
accepted. I hope IISEE continue to contribute to earthquake and tsunami disaster mitigation in developing

countries, from a long-term and broad perspective, in the future.



