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Congratulation IISEE, 60th Year

PRAJUTO
Independent Consultant and Facilitator

Seismology (1977-1978)

Happy Birthday International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering.

I still remember when I was experiencing the IISEE class (Sismology) in 1977-1978. The class was
at the Building Reserch Institute, Nakano starting from 08.00 to 17.00, with an hour break for lunch and
playing ping pong. The class was very enjoyful and always in a great time. The proffesor waere very kind,
firmed and polite. Every students graduated on time and another good experience for us were the study trip
to Honshu, Sikeku, Kyusu areas every long weekends.. The hotel/ doormintory was in an hilly location 3
km South of Hachioji. It is a nice place with very friendly neighbourhoods. Almost every weekend they
picked up several of us to live with them in their house. It took about 1 hour from the doormintory to the
institute, using hotel bus, Chuo line and healthy walk. Sometimes when we started from the hotel a little bit
late, the train was so crowded and the station master pushed us to enter the train. Differennt story when we
went back to the hotel, especially when taking a walk fron Hachoji station (no bus available for going back
to the hotel), we need an extra force to reach the hotel if we did not taking a cab. Another good exercise
though.

By passing 60 years with success, hopefully IISEE is becoming more and more knowledge and skills
in graduating great seismologists and earthquake engineers worldwide and having more success based on
IISEE’s vision and mission forever.

Otanjoubi Omedetou Gozaimasu IISEE....
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Impressive Study

Zhixin ZHAO
Professor, Institute of Geology, Institute of Geology Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences

Seismology (1984 -1985)

In the autumn of 1984, I gladly entered into the seismology course in the International Institute of
Seismology and Earthquake Engineering in the Building Research Institute, Japan as a member of JICA
participant recommended by the State Seismological Bureau of China. Before entering the course in China,
I came up with the idea of going to Japan to study, because I was told that seismological research in Japan
is excellent. With the above opportunity from JICA, I realized my wish to study. In a short flight, I arrived
in Tokyo, Japan.  This was my first time abroad. I curiously saw a three-dimensional city, with multi-
story subways and an elevated light rail train. Many times study tours organized by IISEE, feeling that the
beautiful Japanese cities are clean and tidy, and the countryside is quite gorgeous as well. All ancient
achievements are well preserved, impressing me especially in Kyoto, Nara. I even went to see the beautiful
Tsukuba Mountain.

Seismology course is indeed a profitable study chance for me. IISEE organizers arranged a lot of
learning content. There are ordinary differential equations in basic courses and elastic mechanics. There are
many professional courses, such as focal mechanism, focal rupture process, seismicity and plate tectonics,
etc. I learned a lot of profound knowledge on the latest achievements of plate tectonics. All the professors
teaching lectures were from well-known universities. They teach carefully and patiently. It was the first
time I used the FORTRAN computer language in my research in IISEE. We visited the Aomori-Hakodate
tunnel under construction and entered the underground tunnel during the mining time. Our group visited
many universities and research institutes. We also investigated an active volcano, Aso Volcano, as well as
the Yamasaki fault earthquake research laboratory. I participated in the 1985 Spring Conference of the
Seismological Society of Japan and met Professor Kazuo Oike, my tutor for a later doctorate course. I
finished my individual study in the Institute of Meteorology Japan. The knowledge learning in IISEE and
the individual study enabled me to successfully pass the entrance examination of Kyoto University's
doctoral program. I obtained a doctor degree of science from Kyoto University six years later.

I know many teachers and friends in IISEE. I often think of my well-beloved professors, Sadaiku
Hattori, Ken Sudo, Tetsuzo Seno, Nobuo Furukawa, Katushiko Ishibashi and the staff of Building
Research Institute, Doctor Naoya Mikami and Yuzo Ishikawa of Institute of Meteorology, Japan
Meteorological Agency. I owe a thanks to them for their teaching and help!

Thanks to all honorific professors teaching me lectures in seismology course in IISEE!

I sincerely wish China and Japan to strengthen ties in seismology and achieve fruitful results together!
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Congratulations for IISEE 60™ anniversary

Teddy BOEN
Earthquake Engineering (1962-1963)

Congratulations to IISEE on the occasion of the 60™ Anniversary of its establishment in Tokyo, Japan.

I take great pleasure in congratulating all staff, students and alumni of IISEE on this auspicious 60™
anniversary celebration.

This milestone offers a wonderful opportunity to reflect upon the history of IISEE and the important
contributions it has made to the personal and academic development of over thousands of students,
academics, past and present. As IISEE mark its 60 years of success, IISEE has every reason to be proud of
the past and excited of its future. These 60 years of success offer a wonderful opportunity to reflect upon
the history of the IISEE and the important contributions it has made to the quality of earthquake engineering
education, particularly in developing countries.

I am certain that IISEE will continue its vocation of preparing students, academics, to engage
successfully with earthquake disaster risk reduction in the world for many years to come. I am deeply
convinced that IISEE constant strive for excellence in each activity is influential in creating a better and

more sustainable future of our world.
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IISEE Training — A Platform for Scaling New Heights

Krishna Gopal Bhatia

CEO, D-CAD Technologies

Sr. Professional Engineer (ECI), Chartered Engineer (IEI), Honorary Engineer, IISEE
Ex-President, Indian Society of Earthquake Technology

Advanced Course in Earthquake Engineering (1969-1970)

It is an honor and privilege for me to write the congratulatory address for the commemorative brochure
being issued on the 60" anniversary of [ISEE. During 1969-70, IISEE’s advanced course content primarily
included undertaking research in a specified area of interest. Following my initiation, I was assigned to
work with Prof. Shunju Okamoto at Institute of Industrial Science, Ropongi to conduct research on the
behavior of Rockfill Dams during earthquakes. While my interest in earthquake engineering was
established in my pursuits at University of Roorkee during 1966-68 for my master’s program, it was
nurtured well at IISEE. With key guidance by Prof Okamoto and Prof Choshiro Tamura on the behaviour
of Rockfill Dams including its FE modeling, analysis, I was also exposed to the influence of No-Tension
property of fill material on the earthquake response. Besides analysis, it was required to validate the
analysis results with those of a scale model of rockfill dam on shake table. Analytical model was modified
time and again till desired validation was achieved. The work done at IISEE was extended further and
submitted to IIT Delhi for the award of PhD. Simultaneously, I was also assigned the task of understanding
Base Isolation of buildings subjected to Earthquake Loading. I worked with Dr. Yo-Ichi Nojiri at Kajima
Construction Company where I was exposed to practical utilization of my academic pursuits.

The confidence developed during IISEE training assisted me greatly in conducting Seismic
qualification of Mechanical Equipment for Nuclear Power Plants in India. Based on my contribution, I was
elected as President of Indian Society of Earthquake Technology (ISET) & nominated as an Expert to
the Group on Earthquake Preparedness of National Capital Territory of Delhi. I am currently member of
various committees of Bureau of Indian standards responsible for developing codes for Earthquake
Resistant Design of Structures Plant and Equipment. The knowledge and confidence gained at IISEE
became a handy tool to deal with vibration problems of machines and their foundations. A good amount of
work has been done in designing and physical testing of variety of machine foundations. The experience
gained over the years has been compiled in form of a handbook “Foundations for Industrial Machines —
Handbook for Practising Engineers” authored by me published in 2008 and 2011. I express my gratitude
to IISEE for the excellent training opportunities that enabled me to scale heights through my professional
carrier. I would like to suggest IISEE to include Industrial systems in its curriculum. This will go a long

in minimizing failures of industrial systems. I will be glad to extend my support to IISEE in this respect.
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Congratulation on the 60th Anniversary of ITP

Abdul Hamid
Professor, Tanjungpura University (UNTAN)
Seminar Course (1992)

There were so many information those I found at that 1992’s course and new information from The I[ISEE
Newsletter. I do hope that https://iisee.kenken.go.jp/ always update IISEE Net & Training, and also new
publications/textbooks for regular course or references of earthquakes and related that may be download,
and free software too.

Thanks and :

Please accept my warmest congratulation on 60th anniversary of the International Training
Program(ITP); become more and more interesting program for new participants, and special program for

ex-participants.
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Memory in IISEE

Hakim BECHTOULA

Head of the Technical Department, National Earthquake Engineering Research Center, CGS, Algiers,
Algeria

Earthquake Engineering (1996-1997)

Time is just flying; it is already more than twenty four years that I visited Japan for the first time in 1996.
The purpose of this visit was to participate to the 11 months training on seismology and earthquake
engineering that took place at the International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering, IISEE,
located at Tsukuba, Ibaraki Ken. This training is organized every year by the Japan International
Cooperation Agency, JICA.

I remember well that I arrived in Japan, by air to Narita airport, one week late as it was scheduled and
stayed with my colleagues of the Earthquake Engineering Course, that were from different countries, at
Sakura hotel. The first class that I took, at IISEE, was the Japanese language course. Despite I have been at
many countries before that time, it was difficult for me at the beginning to integrate the Japanese society
and their lifestyle. However, few weeks later, I found that Japanese people are very kind and peaceful. By
learning a little bit Japanese language; I was able to make many Japanese friends and I felt as if I am at
home.

As for the training course, it was very well organized by the IISEE staff. Besides the theoretical
teaching at the classroom, several field trips were organized. Very famous professors from Japan and all
over the world were involved in this training. Among them, Pr. Y. Ishiyama (Hokkaido University), Pr. M.
Nishiyama (Kyoto University), Pr. S. Sugano (Visiting Research Fellow), Pr. Shinsuke Nakata (Director of
IISEE at that time), Pr. H Akiyama (Tokyo University), Pr. M. J. N. Priestley (Canterbury University), Pr.
H Shah (Stanford University). At that time, the actual director of IISEE, Dr. Toshiaki Yokoi, was giving
lectures to the seismology group as an IISEE staff member. Unfortunately, in the last decade, several
professors passed away, leaving behind them an inestimable research work.

The IISEE training course opened my eyes on the advanced research that was carried out in Japan in
the field of earthquake engineering. Be aware and conscious of the need of such research in our center CGS
in the future, and while back to Algeria, I applied for a scholarship through the Japanese embassy in Algeria.
In 1999 T went back to Japan where I prepared my Master and PhD at Kyoto University under the
supervision of Professor Fumio Watanabe followed by two years as a post doctor at the same university and
the same host. This part of my life, which is very important, is the results of the good impression that was
engraved in my mind during my training in [ISEE.

My message for the young generation is the following, if you have the opportunity to be selected by
JICA for training in IISEE in the field of seismology and earthquake engineering, do not hesitate take you
chance and go forward. Do not waste time and try to use it in improving your knowledge and clarifying the
points that still obscure in your mind with you supervisor.

At the end, on behalf of the CGS staff, I want to thanks all the IISEE members for the continuous
effort that they are making every year since 1960 in order to achieve their goals and to responses to the
social and the international needs. Congratulation for reaching already 60 years of hosting the international
training program on seismology and earthquake engineering. From my heart, I wish you all success in your
private and professional lives.
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Congratulatory Address

Natalya Silacheva
Representative, The Institute of Seismology of Kazakhstan, [IPRED (UNESCO)
Earthquake Engineering (1999-2000)

Dear leaders, teachers and all staff of IISEE and BRI, dear students and alumnus, I sincerely congratulate
you on a special date - the 60th anniversary of the International Training Program of IISEE!

ISSEE has high international authority as a breeding ground for professional, sought-after specialists.
Thousands of highly qualified specialists and undergraduates have been trained within its walls. Among
them are brilliant teachers, research seismologists and earthquake-engineers, architects and decision makers,
who made a vivid contribution to seismic risk mitigation in their home countries and in the world.

IISEE can be proud of its achievements in the promotion of seismology and earthquake-engineering
in many developing countries of the world. Every year, its educational standards are improved, modern
methods and training programs are introduced. Educational-methodological work is being improved,
scientific research is being carried out, and international relations are developing. Having scattered all over
the world, IISEE alumnus carry the knowledge and experience they have received to their countries and
continue your work in their homeland.

I am also an ex-participant of JICA and was a member of the program 20 years ago - E-course 1999-
2000. In my Kazakhstan, it was a difficult time for seismology, as well as for science in general. After the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the established training process crumbled. It was necessary to survive, almost
all young people left the Institute of Seismology, some stations were closed, and everything rested on the
shoulders of enthusiasts and the older staff. Against this background, the collaboration of our Institute with
JICA and IISEE began. For several years, younger specialists participated in the IISEE’s training courses.
They got an incentive and an opportunity not to drop out of the profession, to become specialists important
for the future of our country. In the most high-seismic and large city of Kazakhstan - Almaty - the strong-
motion network, the first digital one in Central Asia, was deployed, donated by Japan. It still works and
provides unique material required for seismic hazard assessment and engineering seismology in Kazakhstan.
In the Institute of Seismology in Almaty, Japanese experts provided lectures on contemporary problems of
seismology, organized seminars and joint research, and held three Kazakh-Japanese symposiums. The help
that came at the difficult time was invaluable and had a long-term result.

And for many of those who were lucky to study at IISEE, this became a key moment in the
professional life and destiny. We had a chance to learn from the best specialists of one of the leading
countries in seismology and earthquake engineering, to visit the main organizations in Japan related to
seismology and seismic risk mitigation, to get acquainted with warning and response systems, to see the
unique objects under construction, to participate in construction tests, to make study research in Japanese
seismological and engineering organizations. We worked and studied in an international team that made
fellow students real friends and colleagues. This experience helped us in further work in various
international projects. Many IISEE alumnus hold key positions in domestic and international bodies related
to seismic safety without borders.

Let me thank our teachers, congratulate my fellow students and envy the new undergraduates, for

whom everything is just beginning.
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My association with the IISEE for the past 54 years

Harsh Gupta

Member, Atomic Energy Regulatory Board;
President, Geological Society of India.
CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute
Seismology (1966-67)

Advanced Course in Seismology (1971-72)

It is indeed very heartening to learn that IISEE is celebrating its 60" Anniversary. Over the years, IISEE
has served globally to comprehend earthquake phenomenon and developing earthquake resilient society.

My association goes back to 1966-67, when I was a Seismology Course participant with an UNESCO
Fellowship. Prof S. Omote was the Director of IISEE and Prof Tetsuo Santo was heading the Seismology
Group. It was great to interact with stalwarts like Prof Keith Edward Bullen, Carl Kisslinger, Mark
Landisman and many more. Lectures by Hiroo Kanamori, Yasuo Sato, S. Miyamura, K. Mogi, S. Uyeda
are most remember- able. I returned to IISSEE in 1971 for the Advanced Course in Seismology. By this
time I was married and my wife came with me. Support was from UNESCO Fellowship. Those are the
most memorable days of our life. There was a tour of almost whole of Japan. The Nihongo, I picked up
during 1966-67 was further strengthened. I had the pleasure of working with T. Santo and Y. Sato and have
had 3 publications in the Bulletin, Seismological Society of America following the work carried out with
them.

The friendship and communication has continued all these past 54 years! With Uyeda sensei, we
compiled the Encyclopedia of Solid Earth Geophysics
(https:// link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-90-481-8702-7 ) published in 2011. Over the years
there have been over 70,000 down loads of this Encyclopedia and we are now busy preparing its new edition.
S. Miyamura sensi kept a close contact. I was lucky to have held several international positions such as the
Founder President of Asian Seismological Commission; Bureau Member and Vice President of the
International Association of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering; President of Asia Oceania
Geoscience Society; Bureau Member, Vice President and President of International Union of Geodesy and
Geophysics etc. In all these positions, contacts established through IISSEE and ERI were extremely
productive. In the international meetings, the get-to-gather of IISEE Alumni is always very welcome. The
last that I attended was at Kobe in 2017 at the occasion of the Joint Assembly of IASPEI and IAG.

I wish all the best to IISEE and its Faculty, Staff Members and the Alumni a continued co-operation

and success.
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HAPPY 60th ANNIVERSARY IISEE, Peace on Earth

Jorge MARINO PROTTI Quesada

Director, Costa Rica Volcanological and Seismological Observatory, National University of Costa Rica
OVSICORI-UNA

Seismology (1983-1984)

With great pleasure and gratitude I salute and congratulate the International Institute of Seismology and
Earthquake Engineering (IISEE) at the Institute for Building Research (BRI), on the occasion of its 60th
Anniversary. As [ISEE, I was also born in 1960 and therefore, for me, it is one more reason to celebrate this
60th anniversary, particularly because my training experience at IISEE back in the 1980°s really changed
my life.

I can say that [ was born to be a geologist and ever since my elementary and secondary school I wanted
to be a field geologist. While I was studying geology at the university, I started working in oil exploration
and decided to pursue a career as a petroleum geologist. When I completed my BS in geology I was very
tired from working and studying full time. At that time I learned about the IISEE training course and applied
as an opportunity to take a break. I have to confess that while studying geology, I hated seismology and
volcanology because the general population thinks that geology is just seismology and volcanology.

I attend the IISEE training course in seismology from mid-1983 to mid-1984; I was only 22 years old
and very immature when [ arrived at Tsukuba. Adaptation was difficult and personal interests were very
diverse and disperse; seismology wasn’t high in my priorities. Nevertheless the discipline and quality of
the training I received in that year at IISEE paved the pathway for the rest of my life. When I came back to
Costa Rica, after my studies at IISEE, I was hired at OVSICORI-UNA and was given the opportunity to
contribute to building what is today the densest seismographic network in Latin America. A few years later
OVSICORI-UNA sent me to get a MSc. in Earth Sciences and a PhD. in Geophysics at the University of
California at Santa Cruz. I have been working in seismology (a field I hated in my youth) at OVSICORI-
UNA for over 35 years and all because of the single year I spent at IISEE. My career in seismology has
taken me to all continents, but Africa, even all the way down to Antarctica. This shows that my initial
comment that IISEE changed my life is not rhetoric.

I am glad and I thank IISEE and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), for making this
change in my life. Because of that, I did not pursue a career as a petroleum geologist so now I do not have
to feel guilty for the damage caused to the environment by such industry neither I do have to feel co-

responsible for the extinction of our species.
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Unforgettable days in IISEE, Japan!

GANZORIG Erdene
Professor, School of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Mongolian University of Science and Technology

Earthquake Engineering (1996-1997)

It is precious memory for me to remember again in my past days in IISEE and TBIC, Tsukuba, Japan almost
24 years ago.

I was the first trainee from Mongolia on Earthquake Engineering. After a communist regime fell,
economy of newly opened Mongolia suffered by many difficulties. In order to overcome these difficulties,
most of the assistance to Mongolia was provided by Japanese Government and people. Just that time, I have
got a great opportunity to study in Japan. It was once in a lifetime chance for me to study in leading in the
world Japanese Seismic Technologies.

During that time in Mongolia, we do not have any proper research and facilities related to seismic
design. Therefore, earthquake disaster awareness among people was nothing and even there is not existed
curriculum for seismic design of structures in Mongolian universities.

In prior to study in Japan, I graduated in Mongolia and Russia. Japan was the first developed country
for me and every things were was new and remarkable for me, cellphones, internet, e-mail, ATM cards,
GPS navigating, vending machine and so on. Mongolian young wrestlers were made their debut in Grand
Sumo during that time.

Everything TBIC in Tsukuba provided us was pleasing. Training facilities, curruculum and lectures
were all extraordinary. All knowledges I obtained in the course was valueble and greatly helpfull for my
further studies. JICA Curator Shima San cared us as her own children. I hereby express my appreciation to
Ms. Tsuchia from JICA for her kindness shown to us.

I successfully completed my diploma work under supervision of Doctor Midorikowa Mitsumasa,
current president of the BRI and my adviser was renowned Professor Ishiyama from Hokkaido University.

In conjunction with commemoration, I wish all the best to my course mates Chilean Valenzuela the
Mimi, Peruvian Pedro, Venezuelan Tomas, Sutadji from Indonesia, Ghanian Ahulu, Ethiopian Fekadu,
Algerian Hakim, an only beautiful lady Ms. Silvia from Argentina and my dearest Rahimian the Great
Persian.

JICA implementing projects in order to mitigate the seismic vulnerability and I am working close to
them. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to IISEE and JICA, and whom to allow me this get this
precious opportunity. Congratulations for the 60th anniversary of the IISEE, hardworking and heroic team.

Domo Arigato Gozaimasta!!!
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To the IISEE which changed my life

Park, Sun Cheon
Director, Earthquake and Volcano Research Division, Korea Meteorological Administration

Seismology (1998-1999)

First of all, I would like to congratulate on the 60" anniversary of International Institute of Seismology and
Earthquake Engineering (IISEE). I am pleased to have this opportunity to express my appreciation to IISEE.
I could get the unexpected and rare chance to participate in the Seismology Course. When I was asked
to take the course, my job at that time was related to weather observation and I had known almost nothing
about Seismology. I was excited only about living in Japan, not about learning Seismology. But during the
course, I learned fundamentals of Seismology, felt earthquakes and saw the existing evidence of damaging
earthquakes. That became the entrance to the field of Seismology and the start point of changing my life.
For more than 20 years since the course, I have studied more about Seismology and researched on
earthquake and tsunami. My work these days is to research on earthquake generation environment in Korea
and methodology on understanding the earthquake generation mechanism, and develop tsunami prediction
and observation systems. The aim of my work is to support making policy related on earthquake and
tsunami, providing the information and warning at a proper time and reducing the earthquake related hazard.
This may not be only the case of mine. I frequently meet my friend, who participated in the IISEE
courses together with me, in scientific meetings or international conferences. They take important role in
their countries as scientific society members, government officials, etc. IISEE has served a big momentum
for us to contribute society to enhance the capability against earthquake related disasters. And IISEE has
been doing the great job for 60 years which deserves admiration. I hope the activity of the IISEE will last
for a long time in the future.
I would like to add a remark to the advisers, staff members of IISEE during my course and my friends;

thank you for sharing the nice time and good memories. I miss you all.
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Congratulations to IISEE on the 60th Anniversary of the International Training

Program

Sos MARGARYAN

Director, “Regional Survey for Seismic Protection” SNCO, MES RA
Seismology (2000-2001)

Individual Course in Seismology (2005-2007)

Seminar Course (2008)

I would like to convey my warmest congratulations to the staff, students and alumni of the Institute of
Earthquake Engineering Research (IISEE) on the 60th anniversary of the International Training Program.

IISEE has made great efforts since 1960 to disseminate the latest knowledge and technology for
earthquake-related disaster management. IISEE has always strived to provide the opportunity for its
students to maximize their potential to achieve for the common good of the community.

Being an IISEE alumni I can assure that the IISEE has committed to the provision of quality education
to nurture professionals and leaders with virtues which contributed to the development of World.

In 2001, T have been participated in the “Seismology” Training Course. In 2005, I conducted a research
in IISEE, under the frame of "Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Postdoctoral fellowship
for Foreign Researchers" fellowship program. This program provides opportunities for foreign researchers
to conduct collaborative research under the supervision of host researcher in Japanese University or
research institute, for a period of 24 month. The title of my research is "Intermediate Scale Zonation-
approaches from the Macro scale and Micro scale". The topic of my research in general includes two main
subjects, which are; attenuation relationship of seismic waves and the microtremor array exploration
technique.

I would like to mention that these two courses changed my life in a good way, they gave me perspective
for not only professional, but also personal development.

More than 1800 IISEE alumni from 102 countries share their knowledge, expertise and passion for
lifelong learning to enhance their lives and their community. I am confident this proud tradition will
continue for many years to come.

I highly value the experience, which I had in IISEE and looking forward for future cooperation.



IISEE %37 60 JE4EDOBHIVD A v —

Chimed Odonbaatar
BFE T, T INRET BT I — RIFHERY BRI 5T AT
HIFES: (2003-2004)

IISEE @ 60 AEICBRVD A v —V & HED 2 LR TE, L%
WZHWWET,  TISEE O Z 0 60 FFH O il L7 360, FFlcim B o8l ; /
(EETORY v 7 O Z 120 & B E T, U EFEF R |
SAARWERH T2 H E Lz, TO4EM T, 1ISEE R2&E DA 4 KFDOET 2 Hif%
kB EEAAHRL T, MY L HE A — FOSBITE T 2l ELE L, EEEH
BLFHHEICS M LI Z & T, i a T, kkx REOHHMEAME LB L <20 . BARDIUE
KRN EHEL DO L2V E Lz, TORBRICEY | ROBFEMRYREE 2 KT 5 Z L R
T~ DIIMENG Y £H A,

FAITE ANV EHENOHEANAY — FICIRVHATEY | FETIEE IO 128HiD~ A 7
0y —= 7 LR — Ry TERER IS E Lz, T IANLIEER 9 NOWIEE D3,
BHIE T E2HHE IS L, 209 b, 3 Nl EEZ2HE, &Y 04 NI EE2BET 5720
R L TV ET, BUE, R HIT BSOS B TN TR Y | £ AL TOHE L D0
— RO RBIZRKESEHBRL TWET, ZhEBE x5 &, IISEEITE S TNEIT TR EL
DOBAFE EEIC S 2RI A RO TE £ Lz, TISEE (I, #H, Frlo g LEIZE > To,
HMEFEMBETLZOMBOTIHENERDLTLL I,

IISEE OEERIZA % b EIR EEOFLAICERER M A I L, 2D OFRBICHkER L T
S LHEELTWET, IISEE Oiffli& 2% v 7 DA% DO IR E T ETORBEEANET,

(TTSEE = THHER)



Congratulatory message for the 60™ anniversary of the establishment of IISEE

Chimed Odonbaatar
Scientific Secretary, Institute of Astronomy and Geophysics of Mongolian Academy of Sciences

Seismology (2003-2004)

It is a privilege to write this message on the 60th anniversary of the IISEE. 1 would like to congratulate
the IISEE for its outstanding achievements in these 60 years and, in particular, of the former and current
staff members. I had an opportunity to spent an unforgettable year at your institute, during which we had
invaluable lectures by outstanding professors from IISEE as well as from well-known universities all over
Japan. It has improved our knowledge in field of seismology and seismic hazard. By participating in the
IISEE Seismological training, beside learning, I befriended with many fellow students from different
countries and learned a lot from Japanese culture and society. This has, undoubtedly, expanded my
professional horizon.

I have worked on seismic hazard for Mongolian territory and recently completed 12 cities microzoning
and seismic hazard map of Mongolia. In total nine researchers from Mongolia have attended IISEE
seismology courses, including two current participants. Out of these, three have obtained Doctor’s degree
and the remaining four are studying for their Ph.D. All of them are currently working in Seismological
field and contributing to the development of earthquake and its hazard study in Mongolia substantially. In
light of this, I think IISEE have disseminated a tremendous amount of knowledge not only to Mongolia but
also to many developing nations. Therefore, I would like to call IISEE is a factory of seismology and
earthquake engineering knowledge in the world, especially for developing countries.

I am confident that our colleagues at IISEE will continue to offer invaluable knowledge to students
from developing countries to take on the challenges of tomorrow. I wish IISEE professors and staff a great

success in coming years!
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An essay about my memory in IISEE

Nato Jorjiachivili

Head, Seismic Monitoring Centre, Ilia State University
Seismology (2005-2006)

Seminar Course (2008)

I would like to write a short essay about my memory in IISEE. When I send all necessary documents for
the “international training program on seismology and earthquake engineering” and was approved I had
some mixed feelings. I was very happy because the best knowledge in this field I could obtain. However,
at the same time I had thoughts that my strange one year adventure in Japan would begin. Basically, I had
quite strong background in Mathematics, because I already had PhD in math and somehow IISEE staff was
surprised why I went for the master course but I was interested in seismology and disaster mitigation
because it is one of the important issues in my country. This training course played a major role in my later
career and success.

When I arrived to Tsukuba, my one year interesting life began. I met with very friendly people in JICA
center and IISEE. Every single person was motivated to make our Japanese life the best as possible.
Everybody from IISEE tried to make us feel at home. At the same time they gave a huge knowledge in
seismology. Each subject I learned was extremely interesting and useful. One of the important issues is a
method of teaching. Every lecturer had special and outstanding method of teaching. Especially, for people
from developing countries such training and master courses are essential because they do not have a chance
and enough financial support to study in top universities to get a high quality education. Also, it is very
important very interesting and well organized study tours in different areas of Japan. They helped us to get
the deep knowledge of fundamental and cutting edge tasks of seismology and earthquake engineering.

Every single trainee feels free at IISEE like at home because the best IISEE staff.

Since I have finished my course in seismology (2005-2006) I have frequent communication with my
group mates from different countries. I have met them in different countries (mainly at conferences) and I
felt so happy. Mostly, all of them are very successful persons in their own countries because of the obtained
high level knowledge from IISEE. All of them wish to go back to Japan and IISEE because of the best
memories from there.

Entire institute is like as one whole organism and happy with us.

Finally, I would like to congratulate entire IISEE with the 60" anniversary of the International Training
Program on seismology and earthquake engineering. All of them do their best for different parts of the
world to help them and give an essential knowledge in this field.

It is a big chance for the young generation to attend this training course.

I wish them all the best and more and more successful graduated and happy students. Also, I wish
more Georgian students to attend this training course.

IISEE is one of the favorite places I’ve ever been.

Once again, my congratulations and the best wishes to IISEE and “International Training Program on

seismology and earthquake engineering”.
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Anniversary messages on behalf of Kyrgyz Committee on Large Dams

Sagynbek Orunbaev
Associate professor, American University of Central Asia
Kyrgyz Committee on Large Dams
Central-Asian Institute of Applied Geosciences

Training Course on Global Seismological Observation (2003)

Seismology (2015-2016)

On the auspicious occasion of the 60th anniversary of the International Training Course in Seismology and
Earthquake Engineering on 2020, I have the honor and great pleasure to extend my warmest congratulations
to you, to the senseis and all administration stuff of IISEE.

Kyrgyzstan and Japan are bound by deeply rooted relations and cultural affinities dating back 1990-
th, after getting independence of Kyrgyzstan, which have provided a solid foundation for our cordial ties.
Over the past three decades of diplomatic relations, our bilateral relations have grown from strength to
strength at level seismological observations and training in seismology. My first visit to Japan in 2003 gave
me the opportunity to get necessary knowledge on Global Seismological Observation Course and to witness
first-hand the positive developments of Kyrgyz seismic network, and Kyrgyz AAK station, which included
to the seismic network of CTBTO. The second visit to Japan in 2015 was also fruitful, namely to get an
academic qualification as a seismologist and expert on Disaster risk management.

I still vividly remember the friendly welcome and orientation I received from the TBIC JICA helpers
on my very first day, which eased a lot of my anxiety. However, I must say I was still very overwhelmed
by my new life on my very first night in my dormitory room in TBIC, because I missed my family so much.
Overall, I’'m extremely happy that I spent the prime time of my life in Japan. I consider Japan as my second
home because that’s where I developed many essential skills to be a responsible expert and learnt how to
be independent.

My message to the young generations. The world is suffering from natural disasters. For that specific
reason, I deeply believe that we need a new diversity. Not one based on ecological characteristics or on
politics, but on a diversity of opinion on seismic safety of the world. The world needs young people who
are in a hurry to learn, who open their imagination to the seismic safety of different infrastructure. I hope

you are one of these young people reading this article.
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Congratulatory Letter for the 60th Anniversary of the IISEE

CARYDIS Panayotis, Gr.
Professor Emeritus, National Technical University of Athens

Advanced Course in Earthquake Engineering (1968-1969)

Fifty-two years already passed since I stepped the doors of I.I.S.E.E. in Shinjuku, which opened for me a
new life, from several points of view: The scientific point of view was led that time by eminent professors,
such as our director Prof. Dr. S. Omote, and many others as well. The technical point of view was led by
experienced engineers organizing site visits at major technical public and private works and construction
companies all over Japan. On the other hand, the cultural education of the trainees was generously offered
by the Institute’s competent personnel.

I was enrolled in the Advanced Course and my basic tasks were, besides of attending some lectures of
special interest, the following: Delivering lectures to the Regular Course’s trainees. Supervising the Master
Thesis of two graduate university students. Following and evaluating some of the experimental data resulted
from low-cycle full-scale tests of two 5-storey R/C residential buildings, one prefabricated and the other
one cast in place. Designing 1-storey 3DOF R/C space frame to guide the full-scale test, at Chiba Branch
Public Work’s Research Laboratories in order to define relationships of structural damping in relation to
principal structural characteristics. Helping the measurements of the dynamic response of structures, like
multistory buildings, pile foundations, dams etc., using dynamic excitors, manpower and ambient vibrations
(during the night for microzonation measurements when the traffic noise is minimized).

Given my long experience in analogue computation, I was considered an expert on this type of
computation, for solving systems with many unknown time functions of second order differential equations
modelling the earthquake response of multi degree of freedom structures, as a function of time. My
experience was formed using an analogue computer for my Ph.D. in the Structural and Earthquake
Engineering Research Laboratory of N.T.U.A., 1964-68 and hence, I was so enthusiastic with the
significantly larger analogue computer -that was out of use at the basement of the I.I.S.E.E.- that I proposed
to Prof. M. Watabe to perform some case studies using the built-in modules for non-linear analyses and the
possibility to input time histories of real earthquakes. Some of the case studies that I had the fortune to
undertake were the dynamic analysis of the tested 5-storey R/C building on rigid & yielding ground and
some trial solutions for the Fukushima Daiichi One, Nuclear Power Plant that was constructed that time.

Closing the present address, I wish to congratulate the personnel and in general the I.I.S.E.E. and to

wish long living for the benefit of the society, to have the possibility to live in peace and safety.
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A treasurable experience

Juan Jose CASTRO
Professor, Faculty of Engineering, University of the Ryukyus
Director, Disaster Prevention Research Center for Island Regions

Earthquake Engineering (1987-1988)

On the 60" anniversary of the International Training Program of the International Institute of Earthquake
Engineering Research (IISEE) at the Institute for Building Research (BRI), I would like to celebrate it
heartily with all the members of the IISEE and former participants.

A great appreciation must be given to all those senseis who devoted to disseminating the knowledge
of seismology and earthquake engineering, especially for developing countries. My best memories are the
time sharing with Hirosawa sensei, Nakata sensei, Kitagawa sensei, Yamasaki sensei, Teshigawara sensei,
Ishiyama sensei, liba sensei, Nishiyama sensei, Kashima sensei, and many others who helped me for the
completion of the training course.

During my training in the structural laboratory, I was able to take part in a large-scale project, which
was the 5 Story Full-Scale Reinforced Concrete Masonry Test of the US-Japan Cooperative Earthquake
Research Program. This experience gave me impressive technical viewpoints on how large-scale project
works in terms of recording instrumentation and data analysis. | imagine this kind of experience is quite
important for many trainees from developing countries because most of them had studied the theories on
the desk, but they had little opportunities to see the actual devices and facilities.

Besides the training stay at the IISEE, we had several study trips around Japan. We visited many
famous historical places, for example, Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki, etc. Before coming to Japan,
I had very limited knowledge about Japanese culture and history, however after I visited them, I was moved
toward a deep appreciation of the peace in the world. I still remember I committed myself to work for world
peace at that time.

In addition to all the above, I would like to emphasize that I had a very good time with people from
around the world learning and exchanging ideas and culture through the training at IISEE. At the beginning
of the course, I had hard time adjusting myself to a new environment, but later I was gradually accustomed
to the IISEE, Japan and the multinational culture. Finally, I felt that I became mentally stronger and more
professional. This experience was a cornerstone for me.

Thank you very much IIESS.
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Attending the IISEE, a life-changing time!

Juan Andrés OVIEDO-AMEZQUITA
President, F’C Control and Design of Structures SAS
Earthquake Engineering (2004-2005)

I had the great opportunity to attend the EE Course at the end of 2004, for 1 year period. This was the last
course, just before the course changed to a master degree program. Since then, I have never thought
differently regarding the marvelous experience lived during that year. Staying at IISEE has been a life-
changing time, and will ever be! At the end of the course, I was asked to deliver a final speech to the entire
training course (seismology, earthquake engineering and disaster mitigation); it was a great honor for me.
Since my thinking has not changed, I would therefore like to share some parts of that closing-ceremony
speech: “It is necessary for us giving thanks for this marvelous experience in our lives, with something
more than a common gesture; however, due to the fact we are far from our traditions, the expression of deep
feelings through our voices is only what we have, which will remain forever... ...... There is no doubt that we
all have noticed the magnificent cooperation and help given by Japan to developing countries; I must say
clearly that this support is not only by its government but also by its wonderful people. This invaluable
support means more opportunities for getting a better life quality in our countries, and contributing to
worldwide harmony... ..... This experience, learning not only technical but also life aspects, has given us the
skills and courage to go back to our countries to start helping towards the improvement of our local
conditions. Therefore, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude to the government of Japan through JICA
and all institutes and centers involved into, for giving us this wonderful opportunity.....To my friends and
fellow participants, upon returning home please contribute as much as you can by spreading all the
knowledge acquired in Japan, reaching therefore the same overall goal desired and expected by Japan
through its aid to developing countries...." .

I wanted to share these parts of the speech since after 15 years I still receive the benefits from having
attended IISEE. I still am in contact with researchers and instructors of IISEE, as well as with fellow
participants. There is not greater gift than the gift of being told by friends and colleagues about their lives.
Another life-changing event has to do with my opportunity of coming back to Japan after IISEE, pursuing
my master and doctoral courses in structural engineering. I want to thank Doctor Taiki Saito for his help in
contacting Professor Mitsumasa Midorikawa at Hokkaido University, who later became my excellent and
admirable advisor for both master and doctor degree. All the experience in Japan has been a turning point

in my life, always for a great better! Heartfelt gratitude for ever!
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Congratulatory address

Khan Shahzada
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, University of Engineering and Technology Peshawar

Earthquake Engineering (2006-2007)

During my stay in Japan in 2006-07 I learned the basics of earthquake engineering and disaster mitigation.
I am grateful to JICA and IISEE for their efforts in making me one of the expert in the field of earthquake
disaster mitigation. After completing my MSc degree from Japan I started my PhD in Pakistan and went to
USA as visiting scholar for a year. I worked there with the world renowned researchers and Professors and
I found myself will aware and at par with the US students and researchers. I completed my PhD degree in
2011 and now I am working as Professor at the Department of Civil Engineering. I am also working as
director Postgraduate Studies at University of Engineering and Technology Peshawar, Pakistan.

I congratulate IISEE and JICA on the 60th anniversary of the training in the field of Earthquake
engineering and seismology.

IISEE and JICA are doing great job and producing well rounded graduates and researchers in the field
of Earthquake, Seismology and Tsunami. All of them are playing their role in mitigating the disasters.
Continuation of this program is need of the day. I would like to request the young generation and researchers

to play their role in mitigating the natural disasters.
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Dear Colleagues and friends!

Guvanch Annayev
Structural Design Manager, Bouygues Turkmen

Earthquake Engineering (2012-2013)

I had lucky chance to study and stay in Japan for whole year. It was fantastic, unbelievable and unforgettable
days I spent in this country, paradise of the earth.

From October 2012 till September 2013 in Tsukuba city “Seismology, Earthquake engineering and
disaster-recovery management policy” training course was held by support of JICA, GRIPS and IISEE.
Classes were held daily in the form of lectures and practical exercises with on-site visits. Classes conducted
by famous scientists of the professorial staff of Japan, all of them were very interesting and informative.

The atmosphere in the classroom was very friendly and welcoming. Trainees from 20 countries
attended to this training course. All of us were very pleased with the level of teaching in the courses. In
addition to professional skills, we were taught simplified methods of learning Japanese language. They
taught us in specific classes on a specific case.

Despite the fact that Japan is located in the seismic zone, the consequences and damage from
earthquake are relatively minimal than in another country. This is the result of many years of work by
Japanese scientists to study casual factors to reduce the risk of natural disaster, this were taught to us also
during training course.

I really liked classes on “Earthquake Hazard Assessment” where we had attended to soil test procedure,
strong earthquake motion observations, and very much liked “Seismic Evaluation and Retrofitting” classes,
where we had learned and compared Seismic design codes of Japan, USA, Europe and our country, also
during this class we had project of evaluation and retrofitting one of simple building. At the end of the
course, each of us defended a master thesis on individual topic. The title of my thesis was: “Response of
base isolated buildings during The Great East Japan Earthquake and the application of base isolation in
Turkmenistan”.

Upon arrival to my homeland, I got promotion on my career and after couple years got position of the
deputy director of The Scientific Research Institute of Seismic resistance construction. I used in a maximum
range experiences and knowledges I got in Japan. Nowadays I use knowledge and experience I got in Japan
to design earthquake resistance structures and buildings, which are constructed by International
construction company in my country.

I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the organizers of the courses and to all professors, to
all JICA, GRIPS, BRI and IISEE staff who were our closes and kindest people during this period.

Many thanks to all of you, and a deep bow to you.

BT ML D (Min'na arigatd).
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Learn and Enjoy made in Japan

GUTIERREZ RIVERA David
Professor, National Autonomous University of Honduras

Latin American Earthquake Engineering Course (2018)

What an incredible time we had in Japan. Every now and then I daydream of the experience we had, about
the scenery, the technology, the food and our time shared with friends. Their teaching of earthquake resistant
technology has achieved ubiquity. Be prepared to enjoy and learn!

Congratulations IISEE & BRI! You have created a great program and we are very grateful for
strengthening and expanding the bonds of the earthquake risk community. Thank you guys, you are the best,

we will never forget you!
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A Life Experience

Ratl Alejandro Alvarez Medel

Structural Engineering Manager, Focal Point IPRED
Pontificia Universidad Catodlica de Chile
Earthquake Engineering (1994-1995)

26 years ago, the Aladdin's Lamp fell into my hands, which when rubbed, granted me my wishes, a
scholarship to study in Japan, to study Earthquake Engineering in the IISEE program, at the BRI. I never
imagined that by accepting such a gift, because I considered it a gift, my life would totally change,
professionally, humanly, personally, in every aspect.

Going and crossing the ocean, and entering one of the most precious cultures, allowed me to be what
I am today. I can summarize my learning as a human being in several aspects. Regarding academics, I was
able to meet a set of excellent teachers, an incredible human group, where knowledge and rigor are part of
the set. They gave me and reinforced knowledge that to this day I can apply, and by the way, they instilled
in me continuous improvement that should never stop. I appreciate the possibility that they gave me to
develop my private study in Kajima, it was something remarkable, where I was able to observe and live
firsthand, the union of academic excellence with the excellence of the private world.

Secondly, getting to know the Japanese culture, its varied and sensitive ways of expressing itself such
as the floral wonders of the Ikebana, the details of the tea ceremony, enjoying the Cherry Blossom in April,
the breaks that must be given to appreciate what is important, the union between the human being and
nature. Each and every one of those details were treasured forever.

Third, but not least, the fact of living with other students from different latitudes, made me a much
more complete man, more tolerant, in short, wiser. The possibility of recognizing that the human being can
have other colors, other eyes, other points of view, other religions, other stories, but that despite the
differences, there is something that unites us, we are all human and we owe each other another is priceless,
its value is immeasurable. The friends and ties we created were eternal, forever. In my case, in addition to
everything, it allowed me to meet my wife, Mayumi, which has united me forever with the country of the
Rising Sun, where Yokohama is my second home.

I congratulate you on the 60th anniversary of the International Training Program of the International
Institute of Earthquake Engineering Research (IISEE) at the Institute for Building Research (BRI), for
disseminating earthquake knowledge. I wish you the best and continue promoting this sharing of knowledge

for many more years. A big greeting from Chile.



