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People establish, People Communicate -On the occasion of 60th Anniversary-

Yoriko liba,

Former Head of Administration office, IISEE

Congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake
Engineering (IISEE) training program. I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to all those
committed to conducting the training for a long time.

Recently, my son, who had selected photos for his wedding from the album, muttered, "Mom has
many photos taken with foreigners." I was delighted with his words because he was not interested in my
work. I tried to talk about my past work for training, but he did not feel inclined to hear my story anymore
and started restoring the album. That is fine. His future is more important than my past.

When I was involved in the training, I sometimes felt déja vu when I was talking to the training
participants who came every year even though the person talking to was different. In my mind, there was
no significant difference between the past and the present, and it seemed that a similar time was flowing.
However, I was surprised that there was an ample flow of time in fact and that the number of participants
was almost 1,900. The training, which began with the intention of Japan to develop human resources for
earthquake disaster prevention in developing countries, has continued for as long as 60 years, overcoming
the difficult situations. I think it was because of the efforts of everyone involved. I express my respect to
them.

As a government employee, I first worked in the Administration Office of IISEE Building Research
Institute, Ministry of Construction. At that time, I oversaw the 20th Anniversary commemorative event as
a staff member of training general affairs, and about ten years later, for 30th Anniversary again as chief of
training general affair. Six years ago, I was able to engage in the training program as the head of the
administration office for two years until retirement.

Unlike the research staff of training closely communicating with the participants almost every day,
the administration office staff get along with them, especially when we accompany them on a study trip.
The photos my son saw were also some of the photos I took at that time. It was also the job for us to print
and give them the photos to commemorate their stay in Japan once in a lifetime. Although printed photos
sometimes come out unexpectedly, data photos have to be opened with the will of people looking for. I had
made albums of my son with printed photos until he turned about ten years old, but after that, I had to find
the data on the computer. I hope that some of the participants I met will unexpectedly find the photographs
from that time and remind them of the days at IISEE.

Finally, I wish the staff of IISEE and everyone involved the future success and continued good health.

I would like to congratulate you on the 60th Anniversary repeatedly.

(Translation by IISEE)
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From uni-directional to bi-directional

Izuru OOKAWA
Tokyo Soil Research CO. LTD.

Congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the training course at the International Institute of Seismology
and Earthquake Engineering.

After starting with Building Research Institute (BRI) in 1981, I had a lot of experience as a staff
member of the IISEE, such as lectures on training courses and becoming a course leader of Earthquake
Engineering, from the 1980s to the 1990s.

I was engaged in various training courses such as one-year training courses that many people come to
Japan every year, individual course, seminar course held in specific years, and global seismological training
course that started in the mid-1990s and mainly related to Seismology. Among them, one-year training
courses have a long duration, so I could take a long time interacting with participants. In addition to lectures
in the classroom, participants took visits to technical research institutes in Japan and study trips three times
a year (one week each in Kansai, Hokkaido, and Kyushu) at that time. I had many opportunities to interact
with them individually, such as instructing individual study, so I continued the subsequent exchanges with
many participants.

Participants have various backgrounds. However, it is not always clear what kind of environment and
circumstances they are working in from the documents sent prior to courses’ starting. Even if we talk to
them directly after coming to Japan, I could not always have a practical image.

Fortunately, in 1999, I joined the JICA follow-up training framework. I had the opportunity to visit
local offices such as universities, research institutes, etc., which former participants belong to in their home
countries. I could interview them regarding the evaluation of the training. At that time, Dr. Tatsuhiko Hara,
the current staff of the Seismology Course, a JICA representative, and I visited Turkey and Pakistan and
reunited with many former participants. In Turkey, we visited the Middle East Technical University,
Istanbul Technical University, and Bogazici University. In Pakistan, we visited the Geological Survey,
Meteorological Department, and the Atomic Energy Commission. It was a very memorable trip to see each
institution and the people living around it. Especially, Quetta in Pakistan is close to the border with
Afghanistan, which urban area was destroyed by the 1935 earthquake. The unique atmosphere of the area
is still strongly remembered.

Incidentally, PC appeared in the world from the mid-1980s, and after that, e-mail and the Internet
became widespread and began to be used for training. E-mail has become commonplace in the home
countries of participants. Even after returning home, we can communicate with each other, which is a
significant change from the past participants who had difficulty in contacting by telephone. Some
participants are still exchanging emails with me.

I hope that IISEE will continue to value the connection and expand the circle of exchange.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Memories of IISEE training program

Taiki SAITO
Professor, Toyohashi University of Technology

Congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the IISEE training program.

Since I was young, I had been eager to work on a global stage. When I was a university student, [ went
to a briefing session for the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, but I realized that it would be useless
without specialized knowledge. I specialized in earthquake engineering, so I thought I would be able to
work on a global stage. When I started working with BRI to be able to get involved in international technical
cooperation, I was able to fulfill my longtime dream. From 2000 to 2002, I had the opportunity to stay in
Romania as a JICA long-term expert in earthquake disaster prevention. I moved to IISEE in 2004, and after
the 2008 Great Sichuan Earthquake, I was able to be involved in the launch, planning, and operation of the
China Seismic Building Course. Both are unforgettable memories.

IISEE’s training program has a wonderful tradition of working together, hardly through friendly
rivalry under the common task of earthquake disaster prevention, respecting each other's personalities and
cultures, regardless of country or religion. Through the training program, we can acquire not only
knowledge of earthquake engineering but also international cooperativeness. The friendship fostered there
is our lifelong treasure. There are many alumni who are active at the forefront in each country, and I feel
the value of the training that has been conducted for 60 years and its outstanding international contributions.

I wish for the further development of the IISEE training program as a world-class project.

Photo: Ex-participants warmly welcomed me when I visited the Research Institute for Human

Settlements in January 2020.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Aim for the 100th Anniversary, not only 60 years for the IISEE training program

Daisuke SUETSUGU
Principal Researcher

Volcano and Earth’s Interior Research Center, Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology

I think really wonderful that the training program of IISEE is celebrating its 60th Anniversary, more than a
half-century. Congratulations.

I was involved in the training program for 12 years, from 1990 to 2002. Although it was only for the
seismology course and the global seismological observation course, I had a joyful time. Earthquake-related
training, with almost a year period, was not conducted in other countries at that time. Probably not even
now. Lectures and practices covering a broad range of seismology are rarely given even in universities, so
I wished that I myself could have become a participant because I was not familiar with anything other than
my narrow specialty. One-year courses consisted of more than a half year of lectures and practices
conducted at IISEE and four months of individual study, including graduation report. Many of the
participants seemed to be more interested in individual study because of much freedom. However, I think
that the main point of the training was the first half period covering the broad range. Especially excellent
participants thought so.

The participants were generally more active in the lectures than the Japanese students and had many
questions. This is based on a comparison with my experiences when I gave an intensive lecture at a
university after I quit IISEE. I also enjoyed the various national characteristics in lectures. Participants from
Latin America and the Middle East had a lot of questions. Sometimes I thought, "Why don't you think by
yourself before questions?" On the other hand, participants from Asia seemed to have fewer questions
because they wanted to think carefully before asking and ended up holding in their mind. I felt that they
were similar to Japanese people.

IISEE staff and invited lecturers such as university professors responded well to the positive attitude
of participants. In my case, while I belonged to the Building Research Institute, I was doing research
unrelated to buildings. So I had a strong feeling that "I would lose the meaning of existence if I don't do it
well in training." So I made special efforts to create teaching materials as understandable as possible. I
could do it owing to the positive reaction of the participants.

IISEE was also important for me as a base of personnel exchanges at home and abroad. Many of the
ex-participants occupy leading positions in research institutes after returning to their country. In the South
Pacific, my research field, it has been a great help when conducting seismic observations. Besides, all the
invited lecturers who visit IISEE for lectures daily are front-line seismologists. I was also able to exchange
information during the lunch break and chatting after lectures.

I would like IISEE to do the best to be able to celebrate its 100th Anniversary rather than 60 years.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Study Trip and Earthquake Disaster in Kobe

Masaomi TESHIGAWARA
Professor Emeritus, Nagoya University

Professor, Chubu University, Engineering, Architecture

Congratulations on the 60th Anniversary.

For less than three years, from June 1993 to April 1996, I have worked with IISEE as a senior
researcher in the First Earthquake Engineering Division. I remember that then-Division Head was Dr.
Midorikawa and then-Director of IISEE was Dr. Sudo. I had been related with IISEE from earlier days by
supervising individual studies of participants or giving classes in my immature English. I visited various
regions of Japan as an attendant of study trips while I was a staff member of IISEE.

The study trip to Osaka was the most shocking one. On January 16, 1995, we accompanied participants
to Osaka for classes on Quick Inspection, Seismic Diagnosis, and Retrofitting. The Hyogo-Ken Nanbu
Earthquake struck at AM 5:46 of the following day. Earthquake damages have been investigated during the
Miyagi-Oki earthquake. I felt a necessity to go looking for the damaged building. From such experiences,
and that we have studied Quick Inspection the previous day, I thought it would be good to have participants
experience it. I immediately arranged a rental wagon car, put about 10 participants on it, and headed to
San’nomiya before noon. The car radio on the way told us that Itami Station had collapsed, and the number
of dead had been increasing exponentially over time from 10 to 100 in 15 minutes, and 500 people in 30
minutes. When we got off the car for rest on the way, we felt a strong aftershock. The lanes heading for
San’nomiya were relatively quiet, but the opposite ones for Osaka were almost jammed. Therefore, I
decided to return to Osaka and let participants back to Tsukuba without doing an in-site damage survey.
Since the Shinkansen was in service from Nagoya to Tokyo, I asked Ms. Nakano of JICA, who accompanied
us on the study trip, to arrange the way from Namba to Nagoya by Kintetsu line, and by Shinkansen to
Tokyo and Tsukuba so that participants could leave Osaka within the day. I remained in Osaka and contacted
then-Prof. Kubota of Kinki University, and we went to San’nomiya together for the damage survey the next
day. Due to heavy traffic jams, we could only drive to Ashiya. From there, we had to walk to San’nomiya.
It was so shocking that we could find the damaged buildings just by walking on roads without looking for
them.

When I trip overseas for business or international conferences, I can meet with so many ex-participants.
Regretfully I don't remember their name. However, they helped me much because I was a staff member of
IISEE, BRI. It is an effect of decades of achievements of IISEE. I would like to continue to cooperate with

IISEE in reducing earthquake disasters in developing countries.

(Translation by IISEE)
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Moderately - teach and be taught -

Hiroshi FUKUYAMA
Vice President

Building Research Institute

Congratulations on the 60th Anniversary of the international training program of IISEE on Seismology and
Earthquake Engineering. As a person who belonged to IISEE for a while and has been in charge of lectures
for a quarter of a century since then, I am deeply impressed by the 60th birthday of IISEE.

In the IISEE lecture, I approached it by preparing as much as possible to convey Japanese technology
and experience. Therefore, I was exhausted when the English lecture of the day was over. However, as a
result of trying to communicate seriously without compromising on the difference in language with the
participants who asked questions without hesitation, I got a pleasant sense of accomplishment and a
meaningful human relationship.

When I was an IISEE staff member, I also had some opportunities to consult with participants. When
I took time to talk with them about their worries, I thought we could understand each other as human beings
in the end, even if they were from different countries. This might be because we are the same engineer.
However, on the other hand, their "lifestyle that values the maximum enjoyment of life and living happily
more than work" was a kind of culture shock for me. I struggled to be recognized in my field of specialty,
and my behavior, trapped in this thinking, seemed humorous, and it was an opportunity to reconsider. Since
then, I have never been in my office on holidays.

I intended to teach technology, but on the contrary, | have learned how to live. Recently, I myself feel
as optimistic as the Latin people are. Moderately.

The IISEE project is a grand effort to train key-persons who can make adequate decisions in each
country and contribute to disaster prevention and mitigation in the world by tackling the issues of each
country. Moreover, as they cooperate with their neighboring countries, the effect will be further expanded.
We are easily falling into egoism nowadays, so I think that businesses like IISEE will become even more
important.

This is also because we have been continued for a long time and have been involved with countries
worldwide.

Let's continue this for further mitigation of earthquake disasters around the world. Moderately!

(Translation by IISEE)



